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Barlow's narrative refl ects the inherem co ntradictions and amb igui ties
of eyewitn s es. For exa mple, regarding T ho mas's te nure as a rchbishop and
hi s relu ctance to remai n as royal cha ncel lor to the king, Barl ow declare
"obviousl y T ho mas as archbi ·ho p was in a ppeara nce mu ch more splendid
than eve r before" (83). 111 ano ther instance. Bar!o,v d isc u es the fli gh t of
Becket from England 10 France, a nd he sta tes that Henr alwa s protes ted
tha t T homa s had imp ly bol ted a nd had n ot been pursued, but "i mentions
arc se ldo m consistem and j us tifi cations rarel y emircly true " (116). Whe n
di scussing T ho mas' ve ndetta again ·tjocelin of Sal i bur)• a nd Gilbert Foloit,
Barlow ·tatcs "it ma not be irrelevan t that both .Joce lin a nd Gilbert Fo loit
ame from baro ni al fa mili es" ( 149). These crypti c statements ma be the
result of the ·o urce material. but Barl ow fai l to explain th eir meani ng. uch
ambi guous passage ' , however, are ra re and Barl ow de erve pra is for 1hi
well -produ ced a nd li vely work .
Ba rlow co ncl udes that in ma ny wa ys Hen ry' pilgrimage 10 amerbury
end the to ry of Thomas' life a nd death , but hi a hi eve ment st ill remain
to be con idered. For a Londo n mer ha nt' so n to have become roya l
chancellor, archbishop of Ca nterbu ry, and a aim is a rare! equalled ach ievement (270). Barlow conv in cingly argues that after Tho mas' dea th thi ngs were
neve r quite th e sa me. Becket's action s ,vere the impetus to po ·iti ve refo rm
in the Church. He had bro ught the archa ic English cu 10111 lO th e noti ce
of the pope, card inal . and all the ca no n lawyers, and had ucceed ed in get•
ting them scru tin ized, deba ted , and in pa n , a bolished r reformed (274).
n ira cible a nd tubborn ma n to the end. Bec ket res i ted attem pt from
hi cler ks 10 per uade him to nee Ca nterbury. He still re i ts a ttemp t by
hi toria ns to xp lain hi s person ali ty. Th e wea kn ess o f Barlow' work i no t
in iLs scho larship or execu ti on but its inabilit y 10 make Bec ke t a threedim ensio nal figure. Overall, Ba rlow adds signifi ca ntl y 10 th e scholar ·hip o n
T homas Bec ket beca use of his abi li ty to inte rtwine prim ary arch iva l ources
with recent scholarship and present facts as objecti ve! as po ibl c. Th i makes
h i book a welcome a nd necessa r y addi tio n to studie of 1hi kind . Barl ow
com petentl y nan a tes without mu ch a nalys is the life of the monslre sarre (275)
an d prod uces an attract ive and thuughtfu l work.
Ka . Roger
North ern Arizona

n iversit

Lyne n e R. 1vluir, Literature and Society i11 Medieval France: The Mirror and the
Image, I JOO- I ·oo, 1. Ianin ' Press, 1985.
T he exp ress! stated purpose of the olume under review is to provide
au imerd iscip lin ary stud y of th e re latio nship between literalll re and hi tot ,
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Lhe lauer Laken in a so iological sense. LiteraLUre and society are not viewed
as two separaLc entities; the subtit.le sets us straigh t: we have a mirror,
literature, and in it we ee society reflected. Not urpri ingly, reflection, mir•
ror, and image are keywords in Muir's stud .
Literature alone ca n breathe life into a bygone era. Held up as a mirror,
it LransmiLS a pi ture of French medieval ociety a seen by medieval man.
Muir has singled out for scrulin y a set of text that lend themselve to
so iological probing. AJt.l10u gh the litera ture of the period forms "a vast
tapestry of medieva l life and thought " (6), Muir fully rea lizes that some
measure of interpretive effon is required LO on ou t fa t from ficLi on and
to ·trike a balance between idealization and distortion. Overa ll, literature
is accorded more ,,•eigh t than societ in the work, which i to ay thal Lhe
mirror a t times fa ils to project a clear image while, al other times, the
transmiued reflection is ei ther too trivial or too fami li ar. This eem par·
ticularly tru e of the in itial sections oflhe book. T hat the epi reflects a ociety
permeated by nationalism an d religiou fervor is belaboring t.l1 e obv ious.
Ano Lher question de crvi ng Lo be rai ed centers on the problem of
individual ization vs. generalization. We arc told that uibourg is "splendid!
drawn. be li evab le and hum an" (3 1), but it is not clear whcLher by the amc
token we are given to under tand that she i al o representative of a la .
The book is thu see n Lo co nlain much information that one would expect
to find in a n explication de lexte, but which seems les appropriate within th e
cho ·en framework; other secti ons con tain more perlinenl material, pecificall
the chapter on th e logist ics of medieval Lhea ter performance .
Muir' book makes for entertaining reading and ca n be recommended
as a good, lh•el imroduction lo medieva l literature. The st le is easy·
flowing, but Muir goe overboard in her effons to cater to popular ta tc.
Lexical ultrarnodernisrns mar the text. I shudd er in disbelief as I watch
Alexander the Grea t dive into the ocean in a bathy phere or ex plore
the heavens from his weatJ1er sa tellite. pread through the olumc are
many trivial compari on ·: .. th problem [Mar ie de Franccj de cribe
arc unlikely LO find their way into the pa ,es of Woman 's Oum" (65); "Cupid's
arrow ... has deterio rated . . . to an arrow-pierced heart ... cribbled on Lhc
wa ll of public lava tories" (73); .. (French devotional literature is] Lhe
equ iva lent of Lhc Bible Reading fellowship No te " (171), etc. Cena in things
are best left untold; certain comparison are bes t left uncommiued LO print.
The book con tains fo ur useful append ices: genealogica l tables of
French and English royalty, suggestions for further reading and notes. a
bibliography of Engli h translation , and a bibliographical ind ex. IL is
illustrated by te n plates.
Frede J e nse n
niver ity of Colorado

